Supporting Data

School Violence

· According to the National Center for Education Statistics, during the 2003-2004 school year, 96% of high schools, 94% of middle schools and 74% of primary schools reported incidents of crime (Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention-Center for the Prevention of School Violence, 2007).  
· The National Association of School Resource Officers (NASRO) reports that over 78% of school resource officers attending the annual NASRO conference stated they had taken a weapon from a student on school property in the past year. Additionally, more than 35% of school resource officers surveyed stated that violent incidents on school buses had increased in their districts over the past two years (Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention- Center for the Prevention of School Violence, 2007). 

Security Measures in Schools

· According to NASRO, fifty-one percent of school resource officers attending the annual NASRO conference expressed that crisis/emergency plans for their school were not adequate. Moreover, 70% of school resource officers stated that school safety funding in their district either decreased or remained the same (Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention- Center for the Prevention of School Violence, 2007).

Gangs
· As of 2002, the National Gang Trends Survey reported that there are more than 24,500 types of street gangs in the U.S. and more than 772,500 of the members are teens and young adults. (Family First Aid, 2004).  

· According to the National Youth Gang Center, the presence of gangs in schools more than doubles the likelihood of violent victimization at schools (Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention- Center for The Prevention of School Violence, 2007).
· NASRO reports that over 37% of school resource officers surveyed during the annual NASRO conference stated that gang activity in their school/district had increased within the year. Additionally, only 8% reported a decrease in gang activity (2007).
Bullying

· According to the National Center for Education Statistics, during the 2003-2004 school year 42% of middle school principals reported that bullying occurred on a daily or weekly basis (2007). 

· The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse reports that children and teens who are bullied are at a greater risk of suffering from depression, other mental health problems and other problem behaviors such as truancy and vandalism (2007).

· The National Center for Education Statistics states the percentage of students reported being bullied at least once a week has increased since 1999; making it one of the most frequently reported discipline problem in schools (Virginia Youth Violence Project). 
Alcohol and Other Drug Use

· According to the U.S. Department of Education and Justice, in 2005 25% of all students in grades 9-12 reported that someone had offered, sold or given them an illegal drug on school property within the last 12 months (Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention- Center for the Prevention of School Violence, 2007).

· The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse reports that fifty percent of students in high school and 25% of students in middle school reported that they attend schools where drugs are used, kept or sold (2007). 

· While most teen drug use is on the decline, within the last decade treatment for teen prescription drug addiction has increased 300% (Family First Aid, 2004). 
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